Ischemic encephalopathy in ANA-negative systemic lupus erythematosus.
A woman with a nine-year history of Raynaud's phenomenon developed photodermatitis and a sudden neurological syndrome characterized by transient focal disorders accompanied by wide and persistent cerebral lesions demonstrated by CT, NMR and SPECT imaging. A careful evaluation of the clinical manifestations of neurological SLE along with the detection of anti-Ro/SSA antibodies prompted us to reconsider the diagnosis of SLE. Moreover, the discrepancy observed between the poor neurological picture and the widespread encephalic alterations shown by CT, NMR and SPECT imaging suggests that it may be useful to conduct these investigations in patients affected by SLE with modest neurological signs and symptoms. A further interesting aspect of this case is represented by the differential diagnosis with two other diseases, such as Sneddon's syndrome and multiple sclerosis, which are characterized by the presence of certain clinical and instrumental findings also observed in neurological SLE.